This paper focuses on the functioning, library resources, services, and problems existing in the District Central Libraries of Rayalaseema region of Andhra Pradesh. A survey was conducted using questionnaire tool for collecting data from the librarians of the District Central Libraries (DCL) regarding collection development, sources of grants, manpower, library services, physical and ICT infrastructural facilities, etc. The study reveals that majority of the libraries are possessing the collection in the range of 40,000 to 50,000. Further, it is also found that lack of staff, ICT facilities, lack of sufficient budget are the main problems faced by these libraries in Rayalaseema region.
INtRODUCtION
Public libraries are playing an important role in the society for its all-round development. These are run by the government, volunteer organisations, and other individuals for the benefits of the public without expecting profit. It is a social institution for the dissemination of knowledge, promotion of learning, and advancement of education and research. It is open to all irrespective of any distinction and denomination. A library has to serve the needs of a large number of people by a large number of personnel for a large number of purposes. It is also called as the 'People's University'.
There are four district central libraries, 272 branch libraries, 20 village libraries in Rayalaseema region of Andhra Pradesh (AP). Some of these libraries were existing from the year 1870 onwards. This study has been chosen to examine the present status in terms of book resources, services, financial resources, manpower, ICT infrastructure facilities and physical facilities existing in the DCL of Rayalaseema.
The study will help the authorities of the governments and librarians to improve the sources and services by providing sufficient funds, staff, and infrastructure facilities. This will facilitate the users to get better services in the public libraries.
LIteRAtURe RevIew

Sarada
1 conducted an intensive study of Branch Library in Pendurthi village in Visakhapatnam district, AP. The study also analysed the information needs of the village community and examined the nature of the policy of the government towards the public library. had conducted a study on the rural libraries in Kerala. Data were collected on books and periodicals collection, membership, working hours, circulation of books, daily average attendance of members, grade, yearly grant, other assistance received, and reading habits of public.
ObjeCtIves
The objectives of the present study are to: 
MetHODOLOGY
A survey method was used to collect the data from the librarians of District Central Libraries in Andhra Pradesh. A structured questionnaire was prepared to collect data from four librarians of district central libraries in Rayalaseema region of Andhra Pradesh. Questionnaire contains various questions pertaining to the membership, collection development, grants, physical facilities, human resources, source of funds, general satisfaction survey, reference satisfaction survey. The data was collected from four DCL librarians of Rayalaseema region of Andhra Pradesh during the period of June 2016 to October 2016.
ANALYsIs AND INteRPRetAtION Of DAtA
The data collected from librarians of district central libraries of Rayalaseema is analysed and interpreted in the following paragraphs.
Membership
Four libraries were enrolling good number of membership in their libraries. It is clear that Chittor (9135) and Kurnool (8878) DCLs have enrolled more number of library membership compared to other District Central libraries. Anathpuram library enrolls membership (7167) followed by Kadapa (6473).
total Collection
The Libraries were processing different categories of collections like textbooks, reference books, subject books, children books, etc. In this regard, a question was posed with respondents to provide the total collection details of their libraries and the data showed that Chittor DCL is in the first place in holding the most number of books (51116) compared to other libraries, followed by Kadapa (49500), Anantapuram (49000) and Kurnool (36250) books.
It is clear from Table 1 that in all the libraries the human resources available were below 15 in numbers. 
Category-wise Library Collection
technical Processing of books
All the District Central Libraries in the study are following DDC in classifying the books and AACR2 for cataloguing of books. Table 4 shows that the library automation was completed in Kurnool DCL. The automation work is under progress in other district central libraries. The Internet service is provided in all the Libraries. Printing facility is also available in the libraries under the study area. Library week should be celebrated every year to • create awareness to public about the library • It is found from the study the total collection of libraries in the study area are not more than 55,000. As these libraries are old and biggest libraries in the district level to serve the information needs of the public. Hence the authorities of the DCL should take appropriate measures to develop the collection in terms of books as well as e-resources. It is also recommended to encourage the philanthropists to donate books and other equipment
Category of books Chittor Kadapa Kurnool Ananthapuram
• It is also found from the study that all the libraries are facing the problem of skilled manpower. Hence, the govt of AP should take necessary steps to appoint skilled persons with computer knowledge along with library science background to provide better services to user community
• It is clear that the libraries are also lagging behind of ICT Infrastructure facilities. Hence, the authorities of AP Grandhalaya Parishad to provide more number of computers and other peripherals to access e-resources
• All the libraries are facing the problem of poor sanitation. Wash rooms for readers should be provided separately
• Latest editions of the text books, current awareness books, General knowledge books should be procured for the benefit of the students those who are preparing for competitive examinations
CONCLUsIONs
The government should give priority to lift these 4 libraries and attached branch libraries in order to satisfy the user needs. Sufficient budget should be provided to purchase more books and required furniture in all the libraries. Staff should be given proper training using internet and audio-video materials. Due to lack of training these libraries are not able to guide their users for using the internet for academic and research purpose. The need of the hour is the growing domination of internet in acquiring the knowledge. The daily users for these libraries are from the student community and unemployed youth. These two sections of users use public libraries to build their career and get more knowledge on their relevant subjects. Proper training should be given to these two sections of users to improve their knowledge and serve the nation in future. The Government must think that the expenditure spent on public library is for the development of the nation. 
RefeReNCes
source of Grants
The DCLs are getting funds from different sources. To understand the sources from where these libraries are getting funds, a question was raised to the respondents in this regard. The replies received by the respondents are as shown in 
findings and Recommendations
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations are made for providing better library services at district central libraries in Rayalaseema region of Andhra Pradesh.
• All the DCLs should take necessary steps to enrol more number of memberships by creating awareness about the sources and services available in DCL
